
Page 1 of 4 
 

STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

555 S. 10TH STREET, ROOM 112 
OF THE COUNTY CITY BUILDING  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021 

8:30 A.M. 
 

Commissioners Present:  Rick Vest, Chair; Deb Schorr, Vice Chair; Roma Amundson, Sean Flowerday 
and Christa Yoakum 
 
Others Present: Dave Derbin, Chief Administrative Officer; Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative 
Officer; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s Office 
 
Advanced public notice of the meeting was posted on the County-City Building bulletin board, and the 
Lancaster County, Nebraska, website and emailed to media on February 10, 2021 and published in 
the Lincoln Journal Star print edition and website on February 10, 2021. 
 
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:33 a.m.   
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1. APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 2, 2021 
 
MOTION:  Yoakum moved and Flowerday seconded approval of the February 2, 2021 Staff Meeting 
minutes.  Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MID-YEAR BUDGET MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 4, 2021 

 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Schorr seconded approval of the February 4, 2021 Mid-Year 
Budget Meeting minutes.  Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 
5-0. 

 
3. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC 
 
Kohout reviewed the weekly report (Exhibit 1).  He emphasized the committees are moving quickly, 
and the hearings are different than past sessions.  Beginning the second week in March, the 
Legislature will have floor debates in the mornings followed by executive sessions in the afternoons. 
 
Schorr will testify on LB310 (Change inheritance tax rates and exemption amounts) and LB377 
(Change inheritance tax provisions) next Thursday at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Regarding LB271 (Adopt the 24/7 Sobriety Program Act), Kohout said changes were received from 
Vigil Net (interlock company) and would be reviewed. 
 
At the hearing for LB663 (Require the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal 
Justice to create a mental health indicator in a criminal justice information system to alert emergency 
dispatch operators), Miller stated there were concerns regarding HIPAA and the length of time that 
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an indicator would be imposed on an individual. 
 
Kohout said LB414 (Change provisions of the Political Subdivisions Construction Alternatives Act) may 
become the vehicle for LB242 (Provide for county bridges under the Political Subdivisions 
Construction Alternatives Act).  LB242 has been put on the Government Committee’s executive 
agenda. 
 
Miller noted LB73 (Direct a portion of the proceeds from the Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act to 
county agricultural societies) may be in executive session soon, with possible changes to be 
discussed. 
 
Concerning LB83 (Change the Open Meetings Act to provide for virtual conferencing), Kohout noted 
there will be an amendment that public bodies would be able to hold virtual conferencing only by 
emergencies as declared by the Governor. 
 
Pam Dingman, County Engineer, expressed concern about LB339 (Require a utility coordination plan 
for certain highway and bridge contracts) that the bill makes the County liable for construction delays 
and for where the utility contractors have placed utilities.  She said the delays for projects are 
significant and did not feel it right for the political subdivision to be held liable for the actions of other 
contractors.  She is willing to testify in opposition. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to oppose LB339.  Dingman will testify in opposition. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to send a letter of support for LB657 (Require the office of 
Legislative Research to prepare racial impact statements for legislative bills).  Sara Hoyle, Human 
Services Director, will assist in drafting the letter. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to oppose LB679 (Require the Tax Commissioner to collect lodging 
taxes as prescribed) and send a letter of opposition. 
 
Concerning LB335 (Require announcement of the average cost of incarceration at sentencing for 
sentences served at the Department of Correctional Services), Vest felt this is a good conversational 
tool. 
 
Kohout noted the hearing for LB670 (Authorize design and placement of highway memorial signs) is 
next Tuesday.  Dingman added the County pioneered memorial signs and the State has followed suit. 
 
Kohout recommended monitoring the following bills: LB32 (Provide for Class ICA and IDA felony 
classifications and change penalties), LB34 (Change sentencing provisions for crimes committed by a 
person under twenty-one years of age), LB109 (Provide that photographing or recording a peace 
officer is not obstruction of justice), LB590 (Change time periods for ballots for early voting), LB635 
(Change provisions regarding nomination and election of certain partisan candidates), LB52 (Provide 
for immunity for injury or death resulting from COVID-19 exposure), LB139 (Adopt the COVID-19 
Liability Protection Act), LB54 (Change immunity for intentional torts under the Political Subdivisions 
Tort Claims Act and the State Tort Claims Act), LB71 (Change provisions relating to intentional tort 
claims under the Political Subdivisions Tort Claims Act and State Tort Claims Act), LB259 (Authorize a 
civil action for damages sustained by public safety officers), LB103 (Appropriate funds to aid counties 



Page 3 of 4 
 

to pay certain federal judgments) and LB326 (Provide immunity for claims against first responders 
operating motor vehicles and arising from vehicular pursuits and provide for policies, training, and 
duties relating to vehicular pursuits). 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to send letters of support for LB192 (State intent regarding 
appropriations for law enforcement training and certification), LB193 (State intent regarding 
appropriations for law enforcement training), and LB304 (Appropriate funds to the Nebraska 
Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice). 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to oppose LB179 (Transition from elected to appointed county 
assessors) and send a letter of opposition. 
 
Regarding LR3CA (Constitutional amendment to require verification of identity prior to voting), 
Yoakum and Vest said it is a hardship for some citizens to get identification to vote. 
 
MOTION:  Yoakum moved and Flowerday seconded to oppose LR3CA.  Amundson, Flowerday, 
Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Additionally, a comprehensive listing of bills (Exhibit 2), a listing of bills the Board is taking action on 
(Exhibit 3), and a listing of hearing dates (Exhibit 4). 
 
4. COVID-19 UPDATE AND RESPONSE 
 
Vest said vaccinations are continuing and the number of COVID positive cases is declining. 
 
5. CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 

 
A. Emergency Paid Sick Leave HR Policy Bulletin 2021-2 

 
Derbin said the policy expires at the end of the month and asked if the Board wants to extend the 
policy or let it expire. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to let the policy expire. 
 
6. DEPUTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 

 
A. County Board Priorities 

 
No updates were given. 
 
7. DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 
A. JDAI Steering Committee – Amundson 
B. Chamber Coffee – Vest / Schorr 
C. MPO Technical Committee – Amundson 
D. Justice Council – Vest / Schorr / Derbin 
E. Region V Services Committee Meeting – Yoakum 
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F. Region V Systems Governing Board Meeting – Yoakum 
G. Public Building Commission – Amundson / Flowerday 
H. Lincoln - Lancaster County Board of Health – Flowerday 
I. Lancaster County Mental Health Crisis Center Advisory Committee – Yoakum 
J. Realtors Association Government Affairs Committee – Amundson 

 
Items A-J were held for a future meeting. 
 
8. SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS 
 
For informational purposes only. 

 
9. EMERGENCY ITEMS 

 
There were no emergency items. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Flowerday moved and Yoakum seconded to adjourn at 9:20 a.m.  Amundson, Flowerday, 
Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

 




























































































































































































